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BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
L A KERL IFE@LAN THORN. COM

ue to unexpected circum
stances, Grand Valley State
University’s Spotlight Pro
ductions will not be holding
the annual spring concert for 2017.
Spotlight Productions president

D

Kyle Cronin said the original plan
was to eliminate the annual home
coming show and refocus the budget
to allow for a larger spring concert.
However, the team tweeted Monday,
March 27, a statement disclosing the
concert Spotlight was working for
will not be attainable this year.
The statement said: “While Spot

ALLENDALE & GRAND RAPIDS. MICHIGAN

light accomplished all the planning
necessary to make this show happen,
due to circumstances beyond our con
trol, we are unable to bring you the
spring concert we were all expecting.”
When asked for further details,
Cronin said an artist was selected
but problems arose with the contract
later on, and as a result, a backup

artist was not an option. Currently,
both student senate and the Office of
Student Life are working to decide
the fate of the left over funds that
would have supported the concert.
"We did all planning necessary
to bring an artist to campus, and
were in contact with the performer
we selected,” he said. “Despite our

COLLABORATION

Town hall meeting touches on sexual assault, rape culture

SOLVING PROBLEMS TOGETHER: Jesse Bernal (center) speaks to the crowd inside of the Grand River Room in Kirkhof Center during the sexual assault town hall
Tuesday. April 5, alongside student senate president Ella Fritzemeier (left) and Women's Center victim advocate Ashley Schulte (right),

DIGITAL@LANTHORN.COM

April is Sexual Assault Awareness
Month. As part of the event schedule,
Grand Valley State University student
senate and the Division of Inclusion
and Equity hosted a town hall meet
ing Tuesday, April 4, to discuss up
coming events and update the com
munity on recent strides made by the
university and student organizations.
However, the conversation quick
ly steered toward the topic of rape
culture and fraternity life after a so
cial media storm surrounding for
mer elected student senator, Patrick
Borum, was brought up as the first
question during the question and an
swer portion of the meeting.
Social Media Storm
Borum, a previous member of the
Kappa Sigma fraternity, was elected
to the 2017-18 student senate after
receiving 201 votes from the GVSU
student body during the elections
held from Monday, March 27 to Sat
urday, April 1. He has since resigned
from his appointment on senate after
major backlash following a Facebook
status he posted Tuesday, April 4,
stating, “Rape culture isn’t real”
This post came after members of
Greek Life were asked to take a sur
vey regarding sexual assault in which
Borum stated the survey cast a nega
tive light on Greek Life.
Borum said that he does not sup
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
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Public concern

BY SANDA VAZGEC

preparation, we ran into problems
with the contract late in the plan
ning process, and so were unable to
secure our second option in time.”
Kathryn Mulcahy, vice president
for Spotlight, said the team worked to
their fullest ability and worked the best

port or condone rape or sexual as Student Concern
sault and believes his Facebook post
Many students took to social me
was not interpreted correctly.
dia to express their concern and dis
In a previous interview with the agreement with Borums post.
Grand Valley Lanthorn, Borum stat
Students posted tweets direct
ed, “I believe that the idea that our ed toward Borum linking articles
American culture accepts, encourag about rape culture, statistics on
es, or tolerates rape/sexual assault on rape and how many assaults are
a widespread scale is false,” he said. reported, including how these ac
“I believe that most people are good tions have historically been dealt
and that most people are disgusted with in a court of law.
by even the thought of rape or sexual
Others took screenshots of his
assault. There will always be excep social media posts adding comments
tions, but I believe that we do not live of his views being “unacceptable, dis
in a society where rape
gusting and messy’’
is encouraged.”
Various
students
Borum said he
voiced these concerns
“We spend a lot
chose to step down
during the town hall
from his elected po
meeting as well.
of time thinking
sition after receiving
GVSU
student
about not only
numerous
messages
Maya Grant brought
the on-campus
telling him to do so.
into question
the
“I received many
number of sexual as
environment, but
hateful and threaten
saults connected with
the off-campus
ing messages from
fraternities and if fra
many members of the
ternities are utilizing
environment.”
senate body which dis
enough resources to
appointed me severely.
educate their mem
ANDY BEACHNAU
I was being told that
bers about the topic.
HOUSING DIRECTOR
my beliefs, although
One student also
well supported, were
criticized
student
invalid,” Borum said via email. “I senate for not releasing a stronger
chose to leave the group because it’s statement and officially denounc
clearly not worth saving or helping ing Borum via social media.
in any way. The GVSU senate group
Student senate president, Ella
can enjoy virtue signaling to each Fritzemeier, said she did not feel
other while the real world bases ar posting a message bluntly directed
guments on facts and statistics, not at Borum on social media was the
emotions and feelings.”
appropriate avenue to deal with

V
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the situation because Borum had
already resigned as was no longer
affiliated with student senate.
Fritzemeier added that she want
ed to keep the topic of the town hall
meeting on its original purpose.
“I think the focus of today
should be how as a community
are we going to come together and
continue furthering this discus
sion (about awareness and educa
tion),” Fritzemeier said.
The conversation subsequently
shifted back to Borum’s posts a ter one student expressed concern
about him not willing to apolo
gize for his statement.
When asked by the Lanthorn if
he feels he is well educated on the
topic of sexual assault, Borum stated,
“I believe I am well educated in gen
eral and am certainly able to form
my own opinions just like anyone
else. The difference between myself
and many of my peers is that I’m not
trading facts for feelings,” he said. “No
one is questioning whether rape oc
curs, or whether rape is wrong, or
whether rape is illegal. I’m calling to
question the claim that Americans
are okay with rape. This is the shortform definition of rape culture: ex
cusing or normalizing rape. I believe
our school and our country alike do
not encourage rape, excase rape (or)
apologize for rapists.”
Borum said he was aware of the

GV professors receive
Core Fulbright
Scholar awards
BY JENNA FRACASSI
JFRACASSI@LANTHORN.COM

Three Grand Valley State Uni
versity professors have earned Core
Fulbright Scholar awards, giving
them the opportunity to travel
overseas for a semester to teach or
conduct research. The three profes
sors awarded were Lisa Feurzeig,
Brian Phillips and Jitendra Mishra.
The Core Fulbright Scholar
Program offers more than 500 re
search, teaching or combination
research/teaching awards to U.S.
faculty and experienced profes
sionals in more than 125 countries.
Feurzeig, professor of music at
GVSU, earned a research award to
travel to Austria, but she will also be
traveling to Germany and Hungary.
She described the application pro
cess for the grant as quite strenuous,
saying she had to think of a few dif
ferent ideas before settling on one.
The project statement, the main
component of a Fulbright applica
tion, is peer-reviewed in the U.S.
and abroad. This is where appli
cants document their relevant
experience, teaching, research
philosophies and interests, adapt
ability and planned activities.
For her research, Feurzeig is going
to be looking at three companies that
specialize in operetta, which is a light,
comic opera that was popular in the
later 19th and early 20th centuries.
“My interest is to see when they’re
doing productions of these works that
are not new, that are old works, how
they are shaping them or staging them
so that they have something to do with
current situations,” Feurzeig said.
She will travel abroad during the
fall 2017 semester and is hoping to
bring back a lot of personal experi
ence to share with her students.
“Operetta itself is kind of a small
thing in the whole music world, but
the issue of how music is related to
current events and situations I think
is a very b(g (issue) that can apply in
lots of situations,” Feurzeig said.
Phillips, associate professor
of sociology, received a teaching
award to travel to the Cracow Uni
versity of Economics in Poland dur
ing the winter 2018 semester.
He will teach courses on Amer
ican culture, social stratification
in the U.S. and a faculty seminar
on current economic and social
issues. While there, Phillips will
also conduct research on how
sociology majors prepare them
selves for life after graduation.
LOG ON TO:
vmw.lanthorn.com
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BMS PROFESSOR PASSES AWAY
Steven Hecht, associate professor of biomedical
sciences at Grand Valley State University, passed away
Wednesday. April 5. after collapsing near the CookDeWitt Center. He was 60 years old.
Hecht starting working at GVSU as an assistant professor
of biomedical sciences in 1999 and was promoted to associ
ate professor in 2004. He taught several classes at GVSU,
including introductory microbiology, public health concepts,
bacterial physiology and medical virology.

‘LAKER REMEMBRANCE’ TO HONOR DECEASED GV
COMMUNITY MEMBERS
The annual Laker Remembrance event is scheduled for
Wednesday, April 12. beginning at 2 p.m. at the Sustainable
Agriculture Project and ending at the Cook-Dewitt Center.
The event is meant as a time for people to pay their
respects to all the members of the Grand Valley State
University community who have been lost over the past
year, including alumni, faculty, staff and students.
The event will begin with an open service at the
Sustainable Agriculture Project from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Following this will be a memorial next to the Zumberge
Pond at 6 p.m. where community members will read
poetry and light candles for each Laker who has passed.
This will be followed by a silent march to the Cook-Dewitt
Center for a reception at 6:45 p.m.
The Cook Carillon Tower will chime once for every per
son who has died.

.
VENT TO HIGHLIGHT REFUGEE CRISIS AND HUIANITARIANISM TODAY

f

i "The Humanitarian Pendulum: The Refugee Crisis &
humanitarianism Today” will take place Thursday, April 6, at

6 p.m. in the DeVos Center Loosemore Auditorium.
The event will be a roundtable discussion featuring a
panel of student activists, refugees, resettlement staff (both
local and overseas) and members of academia.
They will be focusing on the moral and political
challenges tied to the refugee crisis and the problems
with the inclusion of people from unstable areas all over
the world in the areas of political, environmental and
economic instability.
The event is LIB 100/201 approved.

COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING CENTER TO HOST
‘CIVIC CONVERSATION’ ABOUT CLIMATE
The Grand Valley State University Community Service
Learning Center will be hosting an installment of its new Civic
Conversation series about climate change and sustainability
Monday, April 10. from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center.
During this session, attendees will focus on defining climate.
This event is LIB 100 approved. For more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/events/civic-conversation-what-is-climate/.

AFRICAN STUDENT COUNCIL TO HOST CULTURAL
EVENT
The African Student Council at Grand Valley State
.. ■ , •,
University will host its "Coast 2 Coast” event Saturday. April
8, froflp 815 pjti. to IV.30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center Grand
River fcoorri.
The event will be an opportunity for participants to learn
about different African cultures and the African diaspora.
The event, which is LIB 100/201 approved, will include free
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town hall meeting but could
not attend due to having
prior engagements he was re
quired to tend to.
Kappa Sigma Fraternity
Around 30 members of the
Kappa Sigma Fraternity were
in attendance at Tuesday’s
town hall meeting.
“While we did have great
numbers here, probably in ac
cordance with what happened,
we had already had a number
of people that were signed up
to come here (before Borum’s
Facebook post),” said Dane
Gardner, a member of Kap
pa Sigma Fraternity. “Once
Patrick said that we were re
ally adamant on showing that
(what he said) was not repre
sentative of us as a whole.”
A GVSU student did call
into question a tweet posted
by the GVSU Kappa Sigma ac
count that stated, “It is very ig
norant to say ‘Rape culture does
not exist.’ However, denying the
existence is FAR from giving
support for the phenomena.”
The student was specifical
ly concerned with the second
sentence of the tweet.
“Whoever tweeted that I’m
assuming was part of our PR
Chair and once we found out
that is wh# was said, we all as
a total aid not agree.” Gard
ner said. “Once we saw that
we said ‘that’s not acceptable
we don’t feel that way’ they
shouldn’t have made an ex
ecutive decision to say some
thing like that on their own.”
This tweet has since been
deleted.
“Were constantly trying to
rid of the conception that it is
statistically more probable for
fraternity men to be involved
in sexual assaults. In this orga
nization we don’t want that to
be what were about, we want

rape culture isn't
real.
CONTROVERSIAL: Mobile screenshot of initial social media post
from Patrick Borum that sparked controversy. GVL I sanda VAZGEC

to take it up first hand to show
that fraternities are more about
philanthropy, brotherhood and
fundraising,” Gardner added.
“We want to see Greek Life not
only remain on our campus but
in this country and we want to
get rid of that conception that
it’s strictly a bad thing, strictly
about drinking, strictly about
sexual assaults. We had already
planned some events regarding
(the topic of) sexual assault but
especially from here on out we
are taking full action.”
GVSU Kappa Sigma has
since released the following
statement via Twitter:
“We do not accept or iden
tify with what
Borum’s
Twitter • handle)
tweeted.
RAPE CULTURE IS REAL,
whether he understands that
or not. We are embarrassed.”
Joshua Perez, president of
Kappa Sigma, also released
the following statement:
“The members of Kappa
Sigma apologize for the gross,
pitiful and downright disre
spectful social media post by
Patrick Borum. This is being
looked into by our executive
board and will be handled
swiftly. We as Kappa Sigmas
pride ourselves on treating oth
ers with the respect and com

passion they rightfully deserve.”
In response to the comments
made by the fraternity, Borum
stated via email, “The brother
hood in this chapter should be
seriously questioned. I think it is
ridiculous that a group of men,
men I called brothers, would be
willing to slander and chastise
me, if it meant saving face with
individuals who are outraged,
misinformed men and women
alike.” He added that the fra
ternity should separate an indi
vidual’s personal and political
beliefs from those representative
of any group.
Borum has since resigned
from the Kappa Sigma Frater
nity and no longer holds any af
filiation with the organization.

Town Hall Meeting Results
Aside from the discussion
about Borum and the Kappa
Sigma Fraternity, one student
brought up the lack of call box
es on campus.
Fritzemeier and Grand
Valley Police chief, Renee
Freeman, responded by say
ing the implementation of
call boxes has been heavily
discussed at GVSU but find
ings from research conduct
ed on the topic have found
that cell phones are more

useful in cases of emergency.
Another student rebutted
stating there are students on
campus who cannot afford cell
phones or that many find their
phones die late at night.
Andy Beachnau, vice pro
vost for student services and
director of housing and health
services, took to the podium
to talk about the recent light
ing and sidewalk put in along
48th Avenue and the relation
ship the university has with
off campus apartments.
“We have something really
unique here in the fact that we
regularly communicate with
one another in what I call a
neighborhood watch with the
township, the sheriff’s depart
ment, GVPD, myself and other
administrators,”
Beachnau
said. “We spend a lot of time
thinking about not only the oncampus environment but the
off-campus environment.”
Beachnau added that light
ing projects will be continued
to extend lighting and side
walks from 42nd Avenue to
48th Avenue as well as along
Pierce Street. Lighting will also
be extended to 52nd Avenue.
Jesse Bernal, vice presi
dent for inclusion and equity,
took time to thank the stu
dent leaders, administrators
and staff who have worked to
end sexual assaults on college
campuses and gender based
acts of violence.
Ashley Schulte, victim ad
vocate for the GVSU Women’s
Center, talked about recent
strides made by organizations
on campus through program
ing, education and bystander
intervention training. She also
discussed a leadership summit
staff will be attending to learn
what other universities are do
ing to combat sexual assault
and previewed some of the
events planned for Sexual As
sault Awareness Month. A full
list of events can be found at
www.gvsu.edu/ itsonus.
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TOWN HALL

Patrick R Borum

a smooth transition.”
With the recent sched
ule changes, Cronin said the
Spotlight team is remain
ing positive and are excited
to finish the year with the
“ExtravaGRANDza” event,
which is in coordination with
the Laker Traditions Team.
The event was recently
created to help celebrate
GVSU spirit and celebrate
the motto “Lakers for a Life
time.” Activities will take
place all day from Monday,
April 17, to Friday, April 28.
“We’re trying to keep it
positive,” he said. “We are really
looking forward to this celebra
tion at the end of the year.”

Advertising Manager

NICK ZOMER

Layout Designer

whether or not we will have a
homecoming show next year,
we haven’t talked about it
yet,” he said. “We are hopeful
for the next spring show, we
will make it happen.”
For now, both Mulcahy and
Cronin are focused on train
ing the new executive board
and team members for 201718. The members, Mulcahy
said, are currently preparing to
take on the next year.
“We just finalized our ex
ecutive board last week, so
now we are in that transition
period,” Mulcahy said. Now
to the end of the year, the
previous position holder is
training the new one. It’ll be

ADVERTISING STAFF

KEVIN SIELAFF

BECKY OPPMAN
j
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they could to avoid this out
come. In agreement, Cronin
said there was no way Spotlight
members could have predicted
the concerts cancellation.
“We didn’t think this
would happen, there was no
way we could see this hap
pening,” he said.
For 2016-17, Cronin said
Spotlights overall budget al
located by student senate was
decreased by $10,000. Elimi
nating the homecoming con
cert was intended to divide
these costs and increase funds

for the spring concert.
In the future, Cronin said
the team still plans to increase
programming on campus. For
2017-18, Spotlight recently
received a $20,000 increase
from student senate.
“We are very pleased
with our budget increase
and know that the incom
ing
Spotlight executive
board will do great things
with programming, of both
small and large scale in the
upcoming year,” he said.
However, Spotlight mem
bers have not decided yet
whether they will feature a
homecoming show for 2018.
“We have not decided

MEGHAN FITZGERALD

theme of the week
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JOSH GETTER
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Spring
Post a photo of your
favorite thing about
spring time. Be sure to
tag @GVLanthorn and
use #GVTOTW for a
chance to win!

CLUES ACROSS
1. Winter melon
7. Solar energy particles (ahbr.)
10. Requiring fewer resources
12. Nest
13. Name
14. Actress Vergara
15. Very near in space or time
16. Authorized program
analysis report
17. Spoken in Vietnam
18. Brews
19. Drops
21. Last or greatest in an
indefinitely large series
22. Congo capital
27. Soldier

ANSWERS PG 10
28. Bronx Bomber
33. Argon
34. Open
36. Popular sandwich
37. Protect from danger
38. Goddess of spring
39. Large hole
40. Vegetarians won’t touch it
41. Actress Neal
44. Finger millet
45. Small waterfalls
48. Israeli city
49. Most gummy
50. NFL owner Snyder
51. Spindles

CLUES DOWN
1. Italian Lake
2. Cuckoos
3. Sound unit
4. Doctors’ group
5. The cutting part of a drill
6. A team's best hurler
7. Couches
8. Muslim ruler
9 Round globular seed
10. A way to confine
11. Men wear it
12. Chinese province
14 Soup cracker
17 Expression of disappointment
18 West Chadic languages
20 Midway between south
and southwest
23. An opal
24. Main artery

25. Junior’s father
26. Sierra Leone dialect
29. Cyrillic letter
30. Native American tribe
31. Passes
32. Most unnatural
35. Insecticide
36. Blatted
38. Actress Fox
40. Actresses Kate and Rooney
41. Outside
42. The habitat of wild animals
43. Days falling in the middle of
the month
44 Radioactivity unit
45. Certified public accountant
46. Swiss river
47. Sino-Soviet block (abbr)

APRIL 6, 2017
GRAND VALLEY LANTHORN
10 (aGVLNEWS

NEWS | A3

PRESENTATION

What it takes to change the world
Social, political activist Erin Schrode speaks at GV
BY DYLAN GROSSER
DGROSSER@LANTHORN.COM

Changing the world is a
lot of work. People have done
it in the past—in good ways
and in bad—but regardless
of what they did or how they
did it, it usually took a lot of
effort, time and money.
Many people have signifi
cantly impacted the world
around them, but few have
done so as early as 13 years
old, as Erin Schrode did.
Schrode is the founder
of the organization Turning
Green; a previous consul
tant for Apple, IKEA, Nestis,
Chipotle
Mexican
Grill
and the U.S. Department
of State; a social justice and
environmental activist; and
a former Democratic candi
date for the 2016 U.S. House
of Representatives election.
Schrode was invited to
Grand Valley State University
Monday, April 3, by the GVSU
chapter of Hillel to speak to a
variety of students about how

they could change the world.
“I wanted people to walk
away with the belief that
they have the power to ef
fect change,” Schrode said.
Her presentation covered
many aspects of her life, in
cluding her message about
sustainability and the environ
ment, her run for public office,
her experiences in traveling
around the country, the causes
she’s dedicated herself to and
her Jewish faith. She began
speaking about when she was
young and starting to under
stand the various issues in the
world, including one in par
ticular that affected the com
munity she was born into.
Growing up, Schrode was
very aware of the breast can
cer epidemic erupting in her
hometown of Marin County,
California. Schrode was 13
when her mother began a
large-scale grassroots cam
paign to demand answers as
to why Marin County wom
en had the highest breast
cancer levels out of any other

place on Earth. Watching her
mother fight for this particu
lar cause and watching her
transform their living room
into campaign headquarters
inspired her to be an activ
ist for many causes, starting
with the environment.
She went on to found Turn
ing Green at age 13 with her
mother, which started as a way
to promote healthier cosmetic
products versus non-ecoffiendly products, thought to
be one of the causes of the can
cer cluster. Soon the campaign
snowballed into an organiza
tion tackling many aspects of
ecologically conscious living,
from food to lifestyle to fashion.
Later in her life at 24, Sch
rode would go on to challenge
incumbent Democrat Jared
Huffman for the U.S. House
of Representatives seat in Cali
fornia’s 2nd District in 2016.
She was the youngest woman
to ever run for Congress, and
although she lost, she received
20,998 votes after declaring her
bid for Huffman’s seat only 70

days before the election.
Schrode’s message in
volved inspiring young
people to be ambitious
and to get involved in life
changing
experiences.
She said young people are
the change-makers in the
world, and if the Founding
Fathers were around today,
they would be millennials.
“Young people are the
hope,” Schrode said. “Young
people are the future. Young
people are actually the
change-makers. Think about
those who have fundamental
ly changed the course of his
tory—they’re young people.”
During her run for public
office, Schrode received many
anti-Semitic messages, some
of which were death threats.
Schrode talked about the im
portance of being true to one
self in the midst of adversity.
“There’s this arbitrary
vitriol thrown my way be
cause of something I can’t
change,” Schrode said.
Gabby Lowenthal, a sopho

more at GVSU and an intern
at Hillel, met Schrode in Chi
cago during a Hillel confer
ence. Hillel is an international
Jewish organization for college
campuses. Lowenthal said she
connected with Schrode and
her message and asked to her to
come speak to GVSU students.
“She’s like the big sister
you’ve never had,” Lowenthal

said. “She’s an adviser, she’s
an innovator, she’s an inspi
ration. She’s this young adult
who is the perfect role modeL
in the sense that she never
took ‘no’ for an answer.”
Lowenthal said she consid
ers Schrode to be the perfect
role model and will invite her
to come back to GVSU soon. ,

FOUNDER: Erin Schrode speaks about environmental action, public1
health and equal justice Monday, April 3. GVL | hannah zajac

CEREMONY

GV Student Veterans to hold gala honoring service members
BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

A student veteran is a per
son who has seen more than
their fair share of burdens. Af
ter coming home from duty,

many are faced with the issue
of having to work full time,
help take care of their fam
ily, raise their kids and go to
school either full or part time.
After fighting for this coun
try, student veterans often find

GRADUATION: GVSU's student veterans lounge. Student Veterans
of America are holding a military-ball-style gala. GVL | SARA CARTE

themselves fighting for them
selves at home. And their sacri
fice does not go unnoticed.
At the first Grand Valley
State University Student Vet
erans Gala and Silent Auc
tion, student veterans gradu
ating after the spring 2017
semester will be honored at
a military-ball-style event for
their hard work in the field
and in the classroom.
“The gala is recognizing
our graduating veterans,” said
Morgan Barone, event planner
and student veteran. “It’s a little
more complicated and difficult
for them to graduate than it is
for a traditional student.”
The gala, which will take
place Saturday, April 8, at
5:30 p.m. in the Alumni
House, aims to recognize,
through a night full of
drinks, dinner, dancing and
awards, the hardships these
veterans have faced. At the

ceremony, GVSU President
Thomas Haas will be issu
ing each graduating veteran
their veteran chords to be
worn at the graduation cer
emony, and Steven Lipnicki,
assistant dean of students
and veteran himself, will be
handing out the diplomas.
The silent auction is a way
for the Student Veterans of
America (SVA) at GVSU to
help raise money for another
event like this one and for
other projects and programs
down thfe road. Samantha
Rose, event planner and stua^htveteran, said the money
they raise here will help them
secure a new veterans lounge,
fund next year’s gala and also
help contribute to more pro
grams for both students and
student veterans on campus.
Items up for auction in
clude gift baskets made up of
mostly local Grand Rapids and

Southwest Michigan products, everyone at the table or in the
including rounds of golf at lo area has to do the same thing.
If a member outranks the
cal courses like The Meadows
at GVSU, bottles of wine from person who initially drew the
Michigan wineries and vine coin, the person who drew first
yards, gift cards to restaurants has to buy everyone a drink.
This is the first time this'
in and around Grand Rapids,
as well as student-made prod event will have been held,
ucts, such as candles from and both Barone and Rose
Combat Candles and beeswax hope to see it continue to
and honey made by Bee Happy. grow in the future. The pair
The gala will be held in had three months to get ev-'
a military-ball-style, mean erything ready, and both
ing there will be dancing, hope that having a little more
drinks, food and a cake time will make the event
cutting ceremony done in *s even better going fptwapi.
“We purposefully named
the traditional Marines way
(with af tteteitiortfal'sWordjjdf ift the^fifsfart’nuArb^Ail^'ive
as well as a military tradition
known as the challenge coin.
The challenge coin is a coin
usually given out by generals
or other high-ranking officers
and members of the military,
and service members keep it
in their pocket, Barone said.
When someone takes it out,

would like to see this event con
tinue,” Rose said. “There will
always be student veterans at
Grand Valley State University,
and they will always be gradu
ating very successfully and we
would like to honor them.”

FUNDRAISING

GV hosts annual Relay
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHERTZER@LANTHORN.COM

Relay for Life is making
its way to Grand Valley State
University once again. This
year’s event will take on a
circus theme as an estimated
2,500 participants gather at
the GVSU Fieldhouse.
There will be a survivor
dinner at the Fieldhouse be
ginning at 5 p.m. Friday, April
7. Then, the relay will start at
6 p.m. and go until 6 a.m. Sat
urday, April 8. All proceeds
will go toward the American

Cancer Society (ACS).
“Cancer doesn’t discrim
inate between if you’re two
or 90, black or white; it is a
terrible thing to have your
loved one ripped away from
you,” said Jessica Glessner, president of Colleges
Against Cancer at GVSU.
“We are one step closer to
having more people survive
and being able to celebrate
their birthdays every year.”
The Relay for Life at GVSU
has brought in more than
$67,000 so far. This is more
than twice as much money as

they had this time last year,
Glessner said. She said the
organization’s goal is to reach
$80,000 to give to the ACS.
The evening’s festivities
will include different events
and musical performances.
Games of all sorts will be
played throughout the night.
Cotton candy and popcorn
will be at every corner, and
attendees will have the op
portunity to throw pies at
peoples’ faces. Teams will also
be able to do their own fun
draisers, which could lead to
walking taco bars and other

uieiwo-

Interested in working for the Lanthorn? Check
us out on Laker Jobs for the following positions!
Writers
Photographers
Advertising Executives
Graphic Designers
And more!

i. 11“

Goal to raise $80K for
cancer research, other areas

fun antics, Glessner said.
“It’s amazing the way
students show their sup
port for cancer research
and the community,” said
Rachael Zaborowski, grad
uate assistant for service
learning at GVSU.
President Thomas Haas
will kick off the opening
ceremony with a speech.
Then, anyone who has
been affected by cancer
will be celebrated.
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

REMEMBRANCE: Relay for Life Friday, April 8. 2016. This year’s
Relay for Life will start Friday. April 7, at 6 p.m. GVL I LUKE HOLMES

Had we been consuming
utilities on a sq. ft. basis in fiscal
year 2016 like we were in 2002 we
would have spent an extra $3.3
million!
That is a 32% savings due to our
energy conservation projects and
procedures over the past 15 years!
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By Oliver Love

GVL EDITORIAL CARTOON
EVEN IF IT'S JUST
ON YOUR PRIVATE TWITTER

Think twice
before you post

SOME OF THE VIEWS YOU'VE
SHARED REFLECT BACK ON THE
REST OF OUR ORGANIZATION.

Comments made
online can lead to
misrepresentation
hough each person
has the right to their
own opinions, when
you are associated
with a certain organization,
your opinions are going to
be reflected on that group
whether its intentional or
not. Whether or not you
think this is fair, this is still
something that happens.
As members of the media,
we at the Lanthom encour
age our staff members to
practice a certain level of
decorum when it comes to
opinionated social media
posts. Since we demand
objectivity and fair reporting
from our reporters, especially
when it comes to controver
sial articles and big issues, it
would be counterproduc
tive to have individuals who
broadcast strong personal
opinions cover certain topics.
We are not saying that
people should not join the
conversation regarding
things they are passionate
about, but rather that they
should be aware of the con
sequences that may follow.
Sure, everyone has opinions
about something they care
about—even journalists
do—but remember the im
plications of what you are
saying to others and how
this affects them, as well.
For the rest of your life,
employers and others around
you will be taking notice of
the way you speak to others
and how you interact on
sociaj, fpedia, It is becoming
more common for busi
nesses to ask for the links to
your social media accounts
or even to search and find
out who you are. One bad
post could be the difference
between you and that job or
could even affect other or
ganizations you are a part of
because, really, your profile is
a representation of yourself.
For example, posting a

T

loaded statement about a
topic that an organization
you are a part of on campus
avidly advocates against can
negatively reflect what oth
ers think about this group
as well. This goes for wheth
er or not the organization
might have condoned it or
agreed with your statement
because the people who are
a part of an organization
advertise an image to others
in the community and the
message they stand for.
There’s something else
to consider before you post
an unapologetic opinion on
social media, too. Even if you
adamantly believe your opin
ion to be true, is it genuinely
helpful to share it broadly
with others when you know
it may deeply hurt individu
als and groups who disagree
with you and are personally
invested in the issue? Cer
tainly, it may be admirable to
maintain a strong stance on
particular issues, but for ones
that are hotly contested that
may have very serious im
plications on both sides, are
they really worth sharing? It’s
important to consider your
real motivations for posting
a controversial opinion: Is
it because you believe your
perspective is indispensable
and necessary for others to
live their lives better or in a
more enlightened way? Or
are you posting just to gener
ate drama and controversy?
So before you push that
post button or publish that
fired-up, opinionated tweet,
remember the weight of
your actions. You might
be able to press delete, but
the damage might already
have been done. Next time
you post something, take
time to think about how
this reflects you and others
around you as well.

r
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editorial@lanthorn.com
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Don’t shame, educate

BY MIKE MICHALSKI
MICHMICH@MAIL.GVSU.EDU

Not even one week after
student senate elections, one
senator has already resigned
due to provocative comments
regarding the existence of
rape culture. I he former
senator - in multiple posts on
social media - claimed that
rape culture does not exist.
Their actions caused a wide
backlash, and eventually
prompted their resignation.
This should not be the
end of the discussion. Now
more than ever Grand
Valley State University
students need to have an
open conversation regarding
sexual assault, its prevalence,
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BY SHEA SLAUGHTER
EDI TORIA L@LANTHORN.COM

WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lant • horn,

n.

[old English]

Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon,
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of-the Grand Valley
Lanthorn's opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs The
content, information and views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community@lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial@lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

Break-ups, we’ve all
been there. They’re a dime a
dozen for a lot people in fact,
but is this really surprising?
No. Nowadays divorce is
the end result of half of all
marriages, but the real ques
tion is why? Years and years
ago, our grandparents were
married and they managed
to stay together this long so
why can’t people our age?
When it comes to rela
tionships we’re selfish and

lazy. Not all of us, but some
of us. Not just romantic
relationships, but familial
ones too. For some reason,
relationships dissolve more
quickly than cotton candy
in water. Why is it that these
negative attributes have
become seemingly stronger
within the last 30-40 years?
No, it’s not just because
millennials are the spawn of
Satan so let’s stop jumping
on that bandwagon. I would
argue that it’s just a general
change in society itself.
Modern day society is
driven by a need for suc
cess which is wonderful,
but also terrible. We’ve
been conditioned to thrive,
grow and win at all costs.
Often the cost is the people
that we love. All of a sud
den we don’t have time to
pick up the phone and call
mom, or to stop by to visit
our grandparents and we
sure as hell don’t have time
for a date night with our

EDITORIAL#LANTHORN.COM

year when sexual assault is
more likely to occur. This
culture does indeed exist, and
it impacts the decisions our
administrators are making.
I’ll end with this: some
would argue that by debating
we are giving this reprehen
sible opinion a larger voice.
However, we are not going
to convince this segment
of the population that rape
culture exists by just trying
to make them go viral in the
hopes of either ruining their
career plans in the future or
just trying to publicly shame
them in this moment. These
are real people, with their
convictions held strong. We
can only change their minds
and make them part of the
solution by opening an hon
est dialog with them.
I urge all of my fellow
students to think twice when
they get ready to share a post
that just makes fun of this
representative’s ill informed
views. We’re all here to learn,
and we can learn a lot by
presenting facts and statistics,
not rhetoric and shame.

significant other.
We’re more important, our
needs are more important.
Right? Wrong. While our own
personal needs and goals are
extraordinarily special, we are
not any better than our loved
ones. In fact, we wouldn’t be
where we are without them. So
were just being selfish, let’s be
honest, we have time we just
need to prioritize it.
Fifty years ago, when
the family structure was
a much simpler structure
than today, relationships
and families lasted. People
prioritized hard work and
their family, not one or
the other. While I would
never suggest returning
to the admittedly patriar
chal, mainly heterosexual
structure that once existed,
I would recommend a
reminder of the classic
American values.’ No they
didn’t have it all right, but
they definitely didn’t have
it all wrong.

For one thing, if we look
at the work ethic of our
grandparents, we can learn
a lot. They worked hard and
they struggled through many
things. Life was not easy for
them, but they did it. Life is
not going to be easy for us,
but the solution is to work
harder. Giving up on our re
lationships, on people, it’s not
the way to do it. It’s lazy.
Taking the time to stop in
and visit your sister at work,
sending your dad a letter in
the mail or grabbing flow
ers for your girlfriend, all of
those things are important.
Don’t get me wrong, studying
for your test, having an in
ternship and working are all
valuable things too. The point
is to not forget the value of
relationships, support sys
tems and families. Stop being
lazy, stop being selfish, 50
years down the line you want
to be surrounded by loved
ones, not by your degrees.

VALLEY VOTE

THIS ISSUE’S QUESTION

BLOG

Do you know anything about
the student senate budget?

Are you concerned that
your social media posts
will impact your future job
search?
LOG ON & VOTE
www.lanthorn.com

Using social media for
news

Yes
No

25%
75%

QUESTION OF THE ISSUE

By Jake Keeley
www.lanthorn.com

ARE YOU CONCERNED THAT YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS WILL IMPACT YOUR FUTURE JOB SEARCH?

SYDNEY ELKINS

MARI MCDONALD

"I've never worried about that.”

“Oh, for sure. I post a lot of dumb stuff.”

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Biology
HOMETOWN: Key West. Florida

YEAR: Senior
MAJOR: Special education
HOMETOWN: Yokosuka. Japan

THOMAS ATKIN

RYAN MANK

To an extent because employers are gong to look
at your social media first. They understand that we re
young and going to have fun, but as long as you're not
posting anything terrible it’s fine.”

"No, because I don’t post anything stupid.’

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Information systems
HOMETOWN: Hudson. Michigan

YEAR: Sophomore
MAJOR: Finance
HOMETOWN: Walled Lake. Michigan

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.

person was elected by their
own peers. That is why now,
more than ever, we need
to present valid arguments
for the existence of rape cul
ture, and work together to
find viable solutions.
Rape culture is a result
of normalized attitudes
regarding gender roles
and sexuality. Behaviors
include not recognizing
rape as a serious crime,
ignoring widespread
cases of rape, and blam
ing the victims instead
of the perpetrators. In a
2015 study of 80,000 col
lege students done by the
American Association of
Universities, 26 percent
of women reported forced
sexual contact on college
campuses. This is not just
an issue for women - 7
percent of men experi
enced similar actions.
Outside of the national
statistics, you can see the im
pact of rape culture in actions
here on campus. Street lights
were added on 48th avenue,
and police patrols increased
at the beginning of the school

When did relationships get so difficult for people?

GVL EDITORIAL BOARD
HANNAH LENTZ
JESS HODGE
EMILY DORAN
BEAU TROUTMAN
KATE BRANUM
ASHLYN KORIENEK

its impact on society and
what we can do to reduce
and eventually eliminate the
number of cases as a whole.
We cannot have that conver
sation if we are only going
to engage in shaming the
individuals on social media
who are perpetuating lies and
stereotypes regarding rape
culture. We need to face this
argument head on.
College should be a
time when we explore
ourselves, our identities,
and new ideas. I argue that
trying to cut out every
sensitive or triggering
conversation makes cam
pus intellect weaker. We
as a community will grow
stronger by presenting log
ical counter arguments to
these opinions that differ
from the mainstream. We
do not advance our own
ideas by solely shaming
those who hold differing
or outdated opinions.
The ideas expressed by
this individual represent
a number of people on cam
pus and outside of GVSU’s
community - after all, this

Responding to insensitive
speech in a collegiate setting

• • ••
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‘Edutaining’ about sexual assault
Speaker combines education, entertainment to enlighten audience
BY KYLE DOYLE
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

One in five women will
experience a form of sexual
assault before they graduate
from college, according to a
study released in 2011. When
“edutainer” Robert Hackenson
Jr. learned this statistic, he was
at a loss for words.
“When I heard that statis
tic, I sat back and said, ‘Really?’
That seemed kind of high,”
Hackenson said. “So, that’s
when I started talking to my
wife and my sister and my close
friends, and you’d hear stories,
and there are stories that just
make your stomach turn.”
In an event designed to
combine education about
sexual assault with entertain
ment, Hackenson used a series
of magic tricks and hypnosis
to bring to life startling facts
about sexual assault and ways
in which it could be prevented
“I kind of looked at this as
a way to use the magic and to
use the hypnosis skits to break
down those barriers, the com

munication barriers specifi
cally,” Hackenson said, “lhat
way, you can start talking about
it—talk about the magic but
also the messaging behind it.”
Using a variety of card tricks
and illusions, Hackenson made
three main points to drive
home how people approach the
topic of sexual harassment and
how to better prevent it from
happening in the first place.
He started by dispelling
misconceptions of males and
misconceptions men have on
the topic of sexual assault and
how guys can better stop it
from happening. He discussed
ways to reduce risk, as well
as the relationship between
sexual assault and alcohol, and
then provided his techniques
on how to stop sexual assault
from happening, which he
dubbed the 3 D’s.
The 3 D’s, Hackenson
described, stand for direct,
delegate and distract, each
to be used when it appears
a sexual assault is about to
happen. Hackenson provid
ed three scenarios in which

these were to be used.
Direct would be walking
up to the pair and saying to the
assaulter, ‘Hey, knock it off or
something to that effect. Del
egate would be to walk up to
the potential victim’s group of
friends and point out what is
happening in an effort to get
them to put a stop to it without
getting directly involved your
self. Distract would be to create
a distraction or diversion.
“Turn the lights on, turn the
lights off, turn the music on,
turn the music off’ Hackenson
said. “(Say), ‘Hey, dude your car
is getting towed!’ ‘Your mom’s
here, I don’t know.’ Whatever it
is, break up the situation.”
Throughout his presenta
tion, Hackenson deployed
his skills as a magician and
hypnotist to help make his
points clear. He called mem
bers of the audience up to the
front at different times to take
part in his illusions, each one
with their own message from
showing that everybody mat
ters, the dangers of posting
too much on social media and

why respect matters.
The card trick to show that
everybody matters involved
Hackenson taking a member
of the audience and reading off
the names of some people he
had in a deck of cards. He asked
if the names meant anything to
the person, and the audience
member replied ‘no.’
Hackenson explained that
those people were his wife,
daughter and mother. He had
the person write the name of
a women in their life that they
cared about, and Hackenson
pulled that card out of a box
on the other side of the table,
wowing the audience.
“It shouldn’t just be
those that we really care
about; those shouldn’t be
the only people we protect,”
Hackenson said. “Everyone
deserves that same respect”
Hackenson has been prac
ticing magic since he was a
sophomore in high school
and got certified as a hypno
tist in college. The hypnosis
skit involved Hackenson pull
ing members of the audience

HYPNOTIZING: Robert Hackenson Jr. talks about sexual assault
Monday, April 3, in the Kirkhof Center, gvl I Mackenzie bush

up onstage and having them
see things in two lights and
having two hypnotized peo
ple “watch a video” of girl giv
ing someone a lap dance, only
to have them look closer and
realize it was their daughter.
Audience members en
joyed the way Hackenson
explained the topics in a
way that was both informa
tive and entertaining.
“It was different, but it
helped keep people more en
gaged,” said GVSU sophomore
Christin Gilbert “Yeah, I’d say

Hackenson hoped that
this event would help gener
ate more talk on the topic and
help people become more
aware. It wasn’t until the onein-five statistic came out that
Hackenson knew he had to
drive the conversation toward
spreading awareness and help
ing people see what is wrong.
“All this is happening,
and why don’t I know this?”
Hackenson said. “These are
the people that are closest to
me, and why isn’t that con
versation going on?”

HAUENSTEIN CENTER

Law professor discusses role of anger in politics
BY MEGAN WEBSTER
MWEBSTER@LANTHORN.COM

World-renowned
phi
losopher Martha C. Nuss-

baum, the Ernst Freund
distinguished service pro
fessor of law and ethics at
the University of Chicago,
spoke at Grand Valley State

TALKING: Martha Nussbaum discusses the role of anger in politics
in the L.V. Eberhard Center Tuesday, April 4. GVL | HANNAH ZAJAC

April 8

University’s L.V. Eberhard
Center Tuesday, April 4.
In her lecture, “Anger and
Revolutionary Justice,” she
discussed the role and inef
fectiveness of anger in social
and political settings.
Scott St. Louis, the pro
gram manager for the Com
mon Ground Initiative (CGI)
at the Hauenstein Center for
Presidential Studies, intro
duced Nussbaum by saying
the overarching goal of the
CGI is to shed light on dif
ficult, relevant topics to pre
pare next-generation leaders
to be as effective as possible.

“Our Common Ground
Initiative program brings
leaders from all across the
United States right here to
Grand Rapids for serious
discussion about the political
and intellectual and cultural
challenges that Americans
face,” St. Louis said. “Our goal
isn’t to turn Democrats into
Republicans or Republicans
into Democrats. Our goal is
to prepare a new generation
of leaders to learn broadly,
articulate their values and
to thrive amidst a variety of
ideas and cultures that exist.”
Kicking off her lecture,

Baseball

lpm/4pm

Softball

lpm/3pm

Free Food and Drinks!
Grilling hot dogs and hamburgers

Food will be served at 1pm
Located between the baseball and softball fields.

Nussbaum pointed out that
anger is a popular human
emotion and that justice
and anger don’t necessarily
have to correlate.
“For anger, with all its ug
liness, is a popular emotion,”
Nussbaum
said.
“Many
people think it’s impossible
to care about justice with
out anger and injustice and
that anger should therefore
be encouraged as part of the
transformative process.”
Pointing out the first prob
lem with anger, Nussbaum
said retribution, which stems
from anger, does not accom

plish anything. She said noth
ing is rectified through recip
rocal actions fueled by anger.
“The central issue with an
ger is this: The payback idea
does not make sense,” she
said. “Ideas of cosmic balance
are extremely wide-spread
and archaic, and almost all
of us have them at some lev
el when wrong is done. We
somehow think the universe
will be off-kilter, that there’s a
proportional rectification on
the other side.”
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE
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‘HUMAN LIBRARY PROJECT’ AT GV
Featuring an afternoon of deep conversations and
a variety of "books" ready for discussion, the “Human
Library Project” allows Grand Valley State University
students who are of different backgrounds to share
personal stories within their lives.
The event is hosted in the Kirkhof Center Room 2215
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and will challenge everyday ste
reotypes. Light snacks and refreshments will be ready on
a first come first serve basis.
For more information, contact bigardj@mail.gvsu.edu.

‘QUESTION, PERSUADE AND REFER’ SUICIDE PRE
VENTION TRAINING
With a person committing suicide every 15 minutes in
the U.S., suicide continues to remain the second lead
ing cause of death among college students. This is why
the “Question, Persuade and Refer” program continues
to educate students and faculty at Grand Valley State
University about the importance of suicide prevention.
The program dispels common misconceptions about
suicide, helps students recognize the warning signs and
empowers others to save lives using the QPR method.
Student will examine in an interactive setting the issues
of suicide from both a social and multicultural perspec
tive. and consider their role in preventing suicide.
Anyone is invited to attend Monday, April 10. from
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. located in the Kirkhof Center
Room 2270. With any questions, contact the University
Counseling Center QPR coordinator at selbym@gvsu.
edu.

‘EXCELLENCE SERIES: DESIGN THINKING’
Presented by members of the Faculty Learning
Community, Grand Valley State University recently
launched an initiative to better incorporate “Design
Thinking” in classrooms and offices. Behind the
"Excellence Series” program, design thinking intends to
help students tackle theories of design.
The course Wednesday, April 12, will cover product
use. how the audience views it and how it interacts with
others. It covers the five steps of design thinking: empa
thize, define, ideate, prototype and test. The course will
take place in Zumberge Hall Room 3000.
Students should register at register at www.gvsu.edu/
sprout. The program starts at 8:30 a.m. and questions
can be sent to GVSU Human Resources at hro@gvsu.edu.

GV PUBLIC HEALTH SOCIETY TO HOLD YOGA SES
SION
The Grand Valley State University Public Health
Society will host a free yoga and mindfulness session
Thursday, April 6, at 1 p.m. in the Cook-DeVos Center for
Health Sciences.
This event is being held as part of National Public
Health Week. Individuals of any skill level are welcome to
participate.
While the event is free, donations of menstrual hy
giene products are welcome and will be given to women
in need via the Grand Rapids Red Project.
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/events/
yoga-mindfulness-session-no-fee-1/.

WATER: Ghanian children using oil barrel “sinks.” ISHEW aims to aid
people in Ghana with vital resources. COURTESY I DALLAS ROHRAFF

Delta Zeta hosts tournament,
raises awareness for hearing
BY TY KONELL
TKONELL@LANTHORN.COM

Hearing is a sense that
people often take for granted.
Grand Valley State University’s
chapter of Delta Zeta, however,
is supporting a foundation
that provides free hearing aids
and other resources to those
in need with its second annual
“Hoops for Hearing” event.
Hoops for Hearing, which
will be held on Saturday, April
8, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. at
Allendale High School, is a
three-on-three basketball tour
nament raising funds for Starkey Hearing Foundation.
“Starkey Hearing Foun
dation gives hearing aids
and hearing care all around
the world,” said Paige Senn,
Delta Zeta’s vice president
of philanthropy. “The cool
est part to me is that while
providing hearing aids free
of charge they also provide
information and aftercare
as well, so if the hearing aid
breaks they’ll repair it.”
Sisters of Delta Zeta decided
on hosting a basketball event
over hosting a presentation
because GVSU students are in
class lectures during the week,
and the sorority wanted to offer

a fun event to raise awareness.
“I didn’t want to put my
peers to sleep with a presen
tation on speech and hearing
because they that’s what they
go through all week,” said
Marissa Flagen, former vice
president of philanthropy for
Delta Zeta. “By putting on a
basketball tournament, it al
lows people to have fun all
while giving back and being
hands on, and knowing that
they are helping a great cause.”
Sisters of Delta Zeta
said hosting the basketball
tournament was influenced
by the success of other na
tional chapters.
“We were looking around
at what other Delta Zetas were
doing around the country and
we saw how successful it was,”
said Senn. “We tailored it
around March Madness and
how everybody’s really into
basketball right now, so we
kind of build off of that hype.”
For some members of
the sorority, working with
Starkey Hearing Founda
tion is a special experience.
“My grandma has a difficult
time hearing and has to use
hearing aids which is hard for
her to deal with sometimes,”
Hagen said. “So, when I started

Hoops for Hearing last year
I actually found out that my
grandma uses Starkey hearing
aids and it made everything so
much more personal for me.”
Delta Zeta sisters believe
raising awareness for Starkey
Hearing Foundation is a big
step in assisting the hearing
impaired within America
and internationally.
“We are also trying to
raise awareness because
Starkey is such an amazing
organization. Most people
hear just fine, so people
take the ability to hear
for granted,” Hagen said.
“However, Starkey travels
the world and gives people
the gift of hearing which is
amazing to be a part of."
In addition, members of
the sorority said the event is
not exclusive to Greek life and
that anybody who is inter
ested can participate, even if
basketball is not for them.
“We like to involve every
one. We don’t want this to be
tailored to Greek organiza
tions, we want everybody to
come,” Senn said. “We also
have fun little activities and
raffles for people who don’t
want to or can’t play basketball
but still want to give back.”

While members of the so
rority know so much about
Starkey, they believe events like
this are a fun way to extend that
information to the community.
“Yes, they’re playing bas
ketball but they’re also helping
provide hearing aids on the
other side of the world,” said
Senn. “It allows people to be a
part of something bigger.”

BASKETS: GVSU’s Delta Zeta
sisters shoot a basket at the
2016 “Hoops for Hearing.”
COURTESY | GVSU DELTA ZETA
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GVSU community to run for human rights
BY RILEY COLLINS
RCOLUNS@LANTHORN.COM

When it comes communi
ties battling a cause, 5k run
fundraisers have been known
to combine healthy competi
tion and fundraising. With
this in mind, Saturday, April 8,
the International Sustainabil
ity Health Education and Wa
ter (ISHEW) organization and
students at Grand Valley State
University will rally around is
sues such as human trafficking
and water sustainability.
Often, these issues in par
ticular go largely unnoticed by
those who are not affected.
ISHEW is one of the teams
that will participate in the
GVSU “GRAND Finale 5k
run/walk” on campus, pro
ceeds from those who will run
for the group will go to future
ISHEW projects. These proj
ects include crafting tools with
the citizens of Ghana on con
structing water transfers that

shorten the gap between them
and safe, healthy water supplies.
Joseph Verschaeve, presi
dent of ISHEW, believes hu
man trafficking is one of the
most intense forms of human
suffering. Most people would
agree, except not many know
just how much people interact
with human trafficking in their
everyday lives and how closely
it interacts with the clean water
issue in countries like Ghana.
“It’s woven very tightly into
our supply chain,” he said.
“Every product or service that
we receive—somehow we
find that people are enslaved
to create these products.”
For instance, he said that
granite countertops, almost
every clothing item manu
factured in other countries
and many household prod
ucts have witnessed the
horrors of human traffick
ing during its creation.
Verschaeve, former so
ciology professor at GVSU’s

Frederik Meijer Honors Col
lege, began his research on hu
man trafficking in the U.S. back
in 2004, but came even closer
to the issue during a class study
abroad trip to Ghana.
During his research in the
U.S., Verschaeve identified
one main root of the human
trafficking epidemic: a lack of
access to clean water. He said
when there is no clean water
nearby, women especially are
endangered when they have to
travel many miles to find it for
themselves and their families.
“When you have water
that’s not clean, people are
sick and when people are sick,
they’re vulnerable,” he said.
ISHEW’s mission is to
increase the quality of life in
participation with Ghanaian
citizens using technologi
cal resources that can make
clean water more available.
This decreases the risk of
human trafficking because
people do not have to travel

so far to find it. For years, the
organization has relied on
GVSU students to help.
Dallas Rohraff, ISHEW
coordinator and
presi
dent of GVSU’s Women in
STEM club, is coordinat
ing ISHEW’s participation
in the 5k event, along with
five other students. The
goal is to raise money for
products that will increase
the quality of life in small
Ghanaian towns where the
water supply has been pol
luted by industrial runoff.
Before
working
with
ISHEW, Rohraff was like many
students in the U.S. who never
truly see the extent of the wa
ter crises in other countries.
“I was told that’s how it was,
but when you see that it’s really
eye opening. You realize this is
a serious problem that needs
to be addressed,” she said.
LOG ON TO:
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STUDENT SERVICES

National Alcohol Screening Day to combat risky drinking
BY ASHLYN KORIENEK
LA KERL IFE@LA N THORN. COM

While college may seem
like the perfect time to let
loose and party with friends,
many risks and dangers can
accompany one night of fun.
Before drinking that $14.99

if

bottle of spiced rum, officials
warn Grand Valley State Uni
versity students to pay atten
tion to how they are drinking.
As part of National Al
cohol Screening Day, the
University
Counseling
Center will offer GVSU
students the chance to

take a confidential alcohol
screening Thursday, April
6, on the Allendale and
Pew Campuses.
Eric Klingensmith, as
sistant director at the center
and coordinator of Crisis In
tervention and Alcohol and
Other Drugs Campus Edu
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am an actress born in New York
on April 12,1979. Many remember me
from a high school drama series from
the 1990s. I am a TV and film star,
and have won an Emmy, Golden Globe
and Screen Actors Guild Award for
portraying a woman with autism.
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cation Services (ACES), said
these services seek risk reduc
tion around risky and binge
drinking, alcohol poisoning,
alcohol abuse and alcoholism.
“It gives a chance, especial
ly for college students, to raise
awareness,”
Klingensmith
said. “It allows the person in
a short amount of time and
fairly convenient way to have
a conversation with a profes
sional to possibly say there
might be some issues here.”
When it comes to binge
drinking, two major con
cerns both ACES and the
Grand Valley Police De
partment
(GVPD)
has
expressed concern for is
alcohol poisoning and in
capacitation.
According
to the National Institute
on Alcohol Abuse and Al
coholism, binge drinking
accounts for four or more
drinks within two hours
for women, and five or
more drinks within two
hours for men.
In addition, it takes
about one hour for the liv
er to metabolize the alco
hol in one drink. The more
consumed in a short period
of time, the greater risk of
alcohol poisoning.
“We are very concerned
about alcohol poisoning,”
said
Brandon
DeHaan,
GVPD captain. "If a stu
dent consumes too much
alcohol they could die ”
In this situation, DeHaan

said the officer’s main con
cern is the health of the stu
dent. In 2012, the medical
amnesty policy Gov. Rick
Snyder enacted offered this
safety to people underage fac
ing alcohol or drug overdoses.
“If someone contacts medi
cal help in this situation the
police are not going to take law
enforcement action, we would
rather be notified of someone
who is in crisis—alcohol poi
soning truly is a crisis,” he said.
When binge drinking
becomes a habit, alcohol
tolerance can change as
the user becomes more de
pendent on the substance.
When the blood alcohol
content (BAC) rises past .40
the user is at risk of death.
Ultimately, Klingensmith
said the screening day serves
as a warning to both medi
cal and legal concerns to
students. He said it works
to eliminate these unhealthy

drinking patterns.
“Over time when people
start binge drinking it does
change the tolerance,” he
said. “When people drink,
especially binge drink, and
the more often they do it
the more that risk goes up.”
When consuming alco
hol, Klingensmith said stu
dents should pay attention to
the signs of alcohol poisoning
then contact medical help, as
the BAC can rise even after the
drinking has stopped.
“We don’t want to see stu
dents get into that pattern—
unhealthy or illegal behaviors,”
he said. “If you are going to,
there are some responsible
ways to drink. When an indi
vidual starts binge drinking,
even if it is once in awhile, that
can have some dangerous con
sequences.”
LOG ON TO:
www.lanthorn.com
FOR THE FULL ARTICLE

AWARENESS: GVPD's Officer Minh Lien teaches GVSU students
about alcohol safety Wednesday. Jan. 25. 2016. gvl | emily frye
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GVSU LEADS 2016-17
LEARFIELD DIRECTORS’
CUP STANDINGS
After leading all of Division II by
26 points following the fall season,
Grand Valley State increased
its lead in the 2016-17 Learfield
Directors’ Cup standings by more
than 200 points after a successful
winter season. The Lakers re
corded the highest scoring winter
season of any institution.
After a national championship
in women's cross country and
runner-up finishes in soccer and
men’s cross country, the Lakers
accumulated 350 points, 26
points ahead of Colorado School
of Mines. GVSU is the only school
to record more than 300 points in
both the fall and winter seasons.

GVSU SOFTBALL WINS
GLIAC PLAYER AND
PITCHER OF THE WEEK
After helping the Grand Valley
State softball team to four wins
in six games, GVSU’s Jenna
Lenza earned GLIAC Player of
the Week while Allison Lipovsky
won GLIAC Pitcher of the Week.
The Lakers started the week
with a two-game sweep over
Lewis 1-0 and 8-0 Tuesday, March
28. Then in a four-game GLIAC
weekend series, the Lakers split
a pair of doubleheaders against
Hillsdale and Wayne State.
At the plate, Lenza collected
11 hits in 19 at-bats. She drove
in three runs on a double in the
second game against Lewis. In
the two games against Hillsdale,
Lenza was almost perfect with
seven hits in eight at-bats. She is
now third in GVSU history with 48
doubles and ninth with 134 runs
scored. She needs only one hit,
two homeruns, five total bases
and 10 RBIs to reach the top-10 in
those respective categories.
Lipovsky threw 20 innings
during the week and allowed
only three runs on 12 hits. She
totaled only five walks to go
along with 20 strikeouts in three
appearances. The reigning GLIAC
Freshman of the Year tossed a
complete-game shutout against
Lewis. She alsd recorded a
complete-game victory against
Hillsdale. Lipovsky is second in
the GLIAC with three shutouts,
7.58 strikeouts per game and a
.169 opponent batting average
on the season.

THE TRANSFER: Grand Valley State shortstop Johnny Nate takes a big swing during a game earlier this season. Nate, a transfer from Michigan State has filled in nicely
for the Lakers during his second season wearing GVSU blue. Nate is batting .301 this year with 17 RBIs and 16 runs scored in 26 games played so far. GVL | EMILY FRYE

Johnny Baseball
oritize who was the best fit
and where,” said GVSU coach
Jamie Detillion. “It worked
After the 2015 season, the out that he was the right fit at
Grand Valley State baseball shortstop for us.”
Now with a year of expe
team lost two of its middle
infielders to graduation, in rience in a Lakers’ uniform,
cluding shortstop Kevin Zak, Nate is excelling at the plate
who finished his career as the in the early part of the 2017
season. He is slashing .301 at
GLLACs all-time hits leader.
The next fall, the Lak the plate with 17 RBIs and 16
ers brought in two transfer runs scored.
Finding his groove at the
infielders, one of them be
ing Michigan State transfer plate was a process that start
Johnny Nate. Nate earned the ed after requesting a release
from Michigan State. Looking
shortstop position in the be
ijnoreprpi^inent roleoit/;
ginning
of
the
year
and
start,
9?
ed 55 games for the Lakers in a team, Nate sought other op
tions outside of East Lansing.
the 2016 season.
“I wasn’t playing as much
“That was the first thing
we did that fall was try to pri as I wanted to,” Nate said. “I
BY JOSH PEICK

JPEICKm A N THORN. COM

loved everyone there, coaches
and players, but I love the
game too much to sit on the
bench.”
“Moving over here, I don’t
regret it at all.”
Formerly a GVSU recruit
out of high school, Nate re
ceived a phone call from De
tillion about joining the Lak
ers in the ensuing fall. It did
not take much convincing to
bring Nate to Allendale.
“We always follow guys
that we had interest in, see
how they do,” Detillion said.
&iBipi8rtAi%,o

transfer here.
Nate immediately cracked
the starting lineup captaining
the infield from the shortstop

Michigan State transfer
Johnny Nate finding groove
in the field and at the plate

position. He hit a respectable
.265 while driving in 30 RBIs,
which led all GLIAC short
stops last season.
He did most of his damage
in clutch situations, hitting
.400 with runners in scoring
position and .328 with two
outs. Exactly half of his RBIs
came with two outs.
While he had success last
season, this year Nate is find
ing a groove at the plate.
“Last year, I tried to hit
the ball hard, not saying that
I don’t this year, but there’s a
difference between trying to
hit the ball hard and trying
to make good contact,” Nate
said. “This year I’m trying to
put better swings on the ball.”

Nate is on pace to eclipse
every major batting statis
tic from last season while he
already blasted three home
runs this season, three more
than he did all of last season.
“I’m not surprised,” Detil
lion said. “He’s got good bat
speed. When good athletes
start to figure out their ap
proach, their rhythm, their
timing, all of that, then they
can (see results).”
Nate’s contributions do
not stop at the plate. Last sea
son, he helped the Lakers re
cord a GLLAC-best 40 double
plays.
“The last half of the seaSEE NATE | A8

CLUB VOLLEYBALL
GVSU’S PANNING NAMED
GLIAC OUTDOOR MEN’S
TRACK ATHLETE OF THE
WEEK
In the second weekend of
competition, the Grand Valley
State men’s outdoor track and
field team’s Zach Panning was
named GLIAC Outdoor Men’s
Track Athlete of the Week.
Panning finished ninth in his sec
tion at the Stanford Invitational
Saturday, April 1.
Panning recorded the secondfastest time in all of Division II
at the Stanford Invitational. The
sophomore competed in a section
of 30 runners, all of which were
from the Division I level. He fin
ished with a time of 29:05.65 in his
first 10k outdoor race this season.

VARSITY SCHEDULE
iiiiiiiimiiiMiiiiiniiiiiHiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiiiiiii

BASEBALL
Saturday, 1 p.m. vs. Ohio

Dominican (Doubleheader)
Sunday, 1 p.m. vs. Ohio Dominican
(DH)
SOFTBALL
Saturday, 1 p.m. vs. Findlay (DH)
Sunday, 2 p.m. vs. Tiffin (DH)

TRACK AND FIELD
Friday, all day at WKU Hilltopper

Relays
Saturday, all day at WKU

Hilltopper Relays
LACROSSE
Friday, 4 p.m. at Findlay
Sunday, 1 p.m. at Tiffin

MEN’S TENNIS
Saturday, 10 a.m. vs. Wayne State
Sunday, 10 a.m. vs. Northwood

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Thursday, 6 p.m. at Davenport

MEN’S GOLF
Sunday, all day at NCAA Midwest

Regional #4 (Noblesville, Indiana)
♦ ♦ ♦♦

Triple trouble

Senior trio powering
GV to nationals

BY JACOB ARVIDSON
JA RVIDSON(a)LA N THORN. COM

The driving force of senior
leadership has once again
vaulted Grand Valley State
men’s club volleyball into the
national tournament.
All-Conference award
winners Marcus Johns, An
dre Bonneville and Xavier
Remmo have led the Lak
ers to the No. 19 rank in the
nation. Their combination
of talent and experience at
the college level are allow
ing the Lakers to thrive.
But Johns, Bonneville and
Remmo haven’t been playing
volleyball very long. In fact,
not one of them had ever
played on an official team un
til coming to GVSU.
Bonneville and Johns had
been around the game for
several years prior to GVSU
and undersUxx! how it was
played, though they had
never played competitively.
Remmo, however, had no ex
perience with volleyball.
"Last year, Joey Martin,
our setter, was playing sand
volleyball with me,” Remmo
said. “He set me the ball and
I hit it as hard as I could at the
time, straight down. He just
looked over at me and asked
if I played volleyball. I said no,
not really. I just jump and hit.”
The jumping and hit
ting was enough for Mar
tin. He invited Remmo
to the team tryout and
the Laker’s newly found
weapon began his career.
Remmo made his way
onto the GVSU D3 team in
the fall of 2015 as a junior
before being bumped up to
the D1 team later in the sea
son. His raw athleticism im
mediately made him stand
out. The middle blocker has
made the occasional move
to outside hitter and right
hitter during the current

SUPER SENIORS: From left to right: Grand Valley State men’s club volleyball seniors Xavier Remmo, Andre Bonneville and Marcus
Johns. The three All-Conference selections have led the Lakers to a No. 19 national-rank this season. COURTESY I GVSU CLUB SPORTS

season, dominating wherev
er he is along the net because
of his 39.5-inch vertical.
“He took his first swing
at conference last year and
he hit a quick ball as hard as
he could into the deep cor
ner,” Johns said. “I think my
mouth dropped. Watching
him get that high over a block
and bounce a ball in the deep
comer is impressive.”
Remmo is currently av

eraging 2.67 kills per set,
0.22 aces per set and 0.38
blocks per set. His play has
earned him second-team
All-Great-Midwest Men’s
Volleyball Conference hon
ors in just his second season
ever playing the sport.
Bonneville, in his fourth
year with the team, has been a
driving force defensively from
the libero position. His versa
tility has allowed him to play

every position on the floor at
one point or another.
“Now that I was the setter
this past tournament, I’ve of
ficially played every position
on the court at least once,” he
said. “Last year at conference
I had to hit outside, and I’ve
been a libero and I’ve been a
(defense specialist). I’ve done
a little bit of everything.”
Bonneville’s team has
seen countless examples of

his defense directly leading
to important points in situa
tions where, had he not been
on the court, the Lakers nev
er would have scored.
On March 5, against
Dayton in the GMMVC
tournament championship
game, Bonneville pulled
off an awe-inspiring play
helping the Lakers go 9-0
SEE VBALL | A8
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BY BEAU TROUTMAN
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

A YouTube search for
‘Jenna Lenza softball’ brings
up a 2011 high school re
cruitment video. It starts off
with a high-school aged Len
za front and center.
“Hi,. I’m Jenna Lenza,”
she said in the video over

3I I

the sound of ESPN theme
music. “1 attend (Victor J.
Andrews) High School in
Tinley Park, Illinois and I
will be graduating in 2013.
I hope you enjoy my video.”
Things have changed
quite a bit since then.
“They always tell you to
make a recruiting video,”
Lenza said. “You send it out

I I Cj

to all the coaches and try to
get people to look at you. I
taped that video and quite
honestly I don’t know if I
ever sent it out to anybody.”
Luckily for her, Lenza
didn’t need to. Lenza is now
in her senior season with the
Grand Valley State softball
team. She was recently named
the GLIAC Hitter of the Week

senior Jenna Lenza having best
year of her career in the batter’s box

Monday, April 3, for perfor
mances against Lewis, Hill
sdale and Wayne State the
previous week, in which she
batted .579 in six games.
Lenza is having her best
season yet in a GVSU uni
form. She is batting a teamhigh .478 this season, which
ranks third among all hitters
in the GLIAC. That aver
age, which she has kept up
through 28 games, is well
above her season averages
from any of the previous
three years. In 2015 she bat
ted .378, the second-highest
mark of her career.
“Jenna’s been one of our
top batters all four years,” said
GVSU coach Dana Callihan.
“We were expecting her to car
ry the load for us a little bit and
she’s doing a great job of being
very disciplined even though
other teams might not be giv
ing her the best pitches. She’s
doing a great job.”
The two-time All-GLLAC
First Team selection also leads
the GLIAC in doubles (13),
is second in on-base percent
age (.538) and fifth in slugging
percentage (.685). She is third
in program history in career
doubles (48), fifth in walks (75)
and ninth in runs (134).
Lenza says her mechan
ics have led her to have the
consistency at the plate every
year she’s been with the pro
gram. The difference this year
has been her emphasis on the
mental approach to the game.
Rather than stress about every

at-bat and nitpick every per
formance, Lenza has learned
to enjoy the moment, give ev
ery game her best and let the
rest take care of itself.
The result has been the best
year of her career.
“When you get to this level,
the mental game is something
that everybody needs to work
on the most,” Lenza said. “It’s
especially something I needed
to work on the most. It’s not
easy. It’s really difficult.”
One thing Lenza and the
softball team have been doing
is keeping journals. For the
last two years, assistant coach
and former player Jen Rive
ra—who was named GLIAC
Player of the Year three years
in a row from 2002-04—has
had the players keep a journal
that includes goals for each
practice and each game, as
well as personal goals.
Rivera keeps track of each
player’s goals and gives feed
back on what things they
should focus on. Lenza said
the journals have helped her
prioritize her responsibilities
and is a reason for her im
provement on the diamond.
“That’s one of the things
she’s told me I need to work
on the most, is being mentally
tough and trying to stay posi
tive,” Lenza said. “It helps a lot.”
While she mastered the
mental aspects of the game
the last two years, she has al
ways had a strong grasp on
the physical aspects. Callihan
recruited Lenza out of high

school after seeing her ability
there, as well as watching her
play on her travel team, the
New Lenox Lightning.
Callihan says Lenza’s talent
was apparent early on.
“Jenna’s got tremendous
instinct,” Callihan said. “She
knows the game very well. She
knows the situations and what
they call for. I think her gamesense, court-sense some people
call it, is a big attribute. That’s
something you just can’t teach.”
With nine doubleheaders
remaining on the schedule,
Lenza has an opportunity
to keep up her blazing pace
and help the Lakers (13-15,
3-5 GLIAC) climb the con
ference standings. GVSU is
currently ranked eighth in
the GLIAC, tied with Ferris
State and Lake Erie.
Lenza is taking the second
half of the season very seri
ously, but not too seriously.
She is enjoying her final ride
in Laker blue.
No matter what happens
this season or after GVSU, she’ll
always remember the girl in the
2011 YouTube video—that’s
where it all started.
“It’s funny to look at (the
video),” Lenza said. “I’ve grown
a lot as a person and as a player.
It just shows me where I came
from and how hard I’ve worked,
how much I’ve changed and
how much softball has meant
to me and my family.
“It shows how much work
everybody has put into it—like
that silly video.”

REACHING GOALS: Jenna Lenza (4) hits a bouncing ball and makes a run to first base Saturday. April
23, 2016. Lenza is having her best season at GVSU. batting a team-high of .478. GVL | KEVIN sielaff
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-son he was really a key com
ponent in our defense,” Detillion said. “He was really a
game-changer
defensively
with some of the plays he
made.”
An important compo
nent for any shortstop to
have success in the field is
finding chemistry with their
partner in the middle of the
infield, the second baseman.
Nate quickly found that
chemistry with Josh Smith.
“Any middle infielders

pretty much understand
each other,” Smith said.
‘"fielders, ki.uu
how te read each other, and
he was pretty easy to pick
up. He was probably more
getting used to me than me
getting used to him.”
Smith missed the first
part of the season with an in
jury, but upon return the two
picked up right where they
left off in the field.
“We’re both the same type
of players,” Nate said. “Were
both hard-nosed players, do
whatever we can to win. He
wants the ball. I want the ball.”
Now after shuffling the

lineup, the two are placed
at the top of the batting orwith Smith leading off and
Nate hitting two.
The Lakers are off to a slow
start this season in GLLAC play
with a 3-5 record in two series.
If the team is to pick it up, the
duo will be kick starters at the
top of the lineup and in the
middle of the infield.
“As a team, on paper, we
are really good,” Nate said.
“In my opinion, we are the
best two middle infielders
in the GLIAC, maybe more.
I think we’re going to turn it
around here as a team.”

VBALL
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on the weekend to capture
their second straight confer
ence title, Johns said.
Bonneville had just served
and was still positioning him
self for the return when Dayton sent the ball back over the
net. Lunging to where the ball
was headed, the 5-foot-8 libero
made a jaw-dropping dig to
keep the play alive.
“He fell mid-split and
dug this ball when it was
probably coming at him at
75 miles per hour,” Johns
said. “He shouldn’t have
touched it at all, but he dug
it over the net and we got
the kill off of it. Watching
him dig that ball in mid
split was very impressive.”

TOP OF HER GAME: Jenna Lenza during the game against SVSU Wednesday, April 15, 2015. Lenza
leads the GLIAC in doubles (13) and is second in on-base percentage (.538). GVL | KEVIN SIELAFF

The libero has tallied
164 digs so far this season,
averaging over five digs per
game since Friday, March
3, and is completing about
43 percent of his passes.
His performances
have
earned him the GMMVC
Defensive Player of the Year
award. Bonneville is the
second straight Laker libero
to win the honor after Brett
Michaud won it in 2016.
Johns completes the se
nior trio. The six-year se
nior has been the go to
player in each of his years
with GVSU’s top team.
“He’s easily our most reli
able player in terms of scoring,”
Remmo said. “When the score
is 15-15 or 16-15, and we need
to score the next point in order
to keep the game alive, we’ll
toss it to him no matter what.”

Johns has set the bar high
for himself and for the team.
The middle blocker knows
the Lakers are at their best
when everyone is at the top
of their game and he can let
his talents shine.
“At the conference cham
pionships, the team saw how
badly I wanted to win this
two years in a row,” Johns
said. “I think that inspired
them to come meet me at my
level of intensity, instead of
them staying low and me be
ing high, because we’ve had
problems with that before.”
Johns was recognized for
his outstanding play this sea
son with the GMMVC Player
of the Year award. He led the
Lakers in the regular season
with .07 kills per set, .59 aces
per set and a .299 hitting per
centage, while averaging the

second most digs with 2.85
per set and the third most
blocks with 0.34 per set.
His superiority on the
court has shined on multiple
occasions, Bonneville said,
but none more clearly than
the 2016 conference champi
onship game against Dayton.
“Between three games he
ended up getting 50 kills,”
Bonneville said. “Just every
ball went to him and he was
putting everything away. It
was the craziest performance
I’ve ever seen in volleyball. It
was incredible, especially with
the deficit we were facing with
missing a couple of players.”
Johns, Bonneville and
Remmo will lead the charge
into the national tourna
ment April 12 in Kansas
City. Their first opponent
has not yet been announced.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Food Outlet

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to horses.

Meet Jose. Full-Time Student.
Full-Time Employee.

DEBLIR

Daily Deals is really flexible with me and my school

n

schedule. Even though I work full-time, the flexible
schedule allows me enough time to study as well
We’ll be doing on-site interviews on
Thursday, April 6 from 11am - 3pm
Kirkhof Center, Room 1104

Interested in applying? cjdfnor (outlet.conVnfjrenrrfee-jA-aryitf.
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'Marathon, not a sprint’
Rush, GV capture top finish at Music City Golf Invitational
BY ROBBIE TRIANO
RTRIANO@LANTHORN.COM

For a team that has fin
ished in the top-five in their
first three spring invitationals,
the Grand Valley State mens
golf team has seen early results
from its youthful roster.
The Lakers can add anoth
er notch in their resume after
capturing a first place finish
at the Music City Golf Invi
tational and third regional of
the season in Nashville Mon
day, April 3, and Tuesday,
April 4. Coach Gary Bissell
said this was the teams neces
sary first step in the quest of
emerging as a top contender.
“This is a big step for a
young team that’s loaded with
talent,” Bissell said. “1 believe
were the best team in this re
gion, but were just learning
how to win. We want to win ev
ery week, but that’s not how the
sport of golf works. It was good
to get one under our belts.”
GVSU finished with a team
score of 571, which was the

lowest total in the 24-team invi
tational. Runner-up Indianap
olis finished only three points
behind the Lakers.
“We played pretty darn
well and only won by three
shots,” Bissell said. “One
thing that this experience
showed is that we need to
keep ourselves humble.”
The Lakers finished round
one with a total stroke count
of 290 and tied in second place
with Indianapolis. McKendree
University sat in first with a
team score of 287. Alex Scott
was GVSU’s leader for the day
with a round score of 69, plac
ing himself third individually.
Round two was a much
different story for the Lak
ers—in a good way.
Led by a career and tour
nament-best round score of
66 by freshman Owen Rush,
the Lakers finished the day
with a invitational best team
score of 281 to clinch the first
place victory. Although it was
only Rush’s second career col
legiate event, he believes this

was the first of many per
formances he hopes to have
while wearing Laker blue.
“I was really hitting my
shots and giving myself good
opportunities each hole,” Rush
said. “I know I have what it
takes to prove myself on this
team, so I had to stay in the
zone and remain consistent.”
Bissell was pleased with
Rush’s ability to not let his
success get to his head.
“Owen is not scared when
he’s playing under par,” Bissell
said. “It’s hard to find 18 to 20
year olds like that. Golf is one of
those things where you can be
scared when playing well, and
when he’s good, he’s great.”
Consistency was a major
factor in the Lakers’ victory as
all five starters’ total scores re
mained within five strokes of
each other. Senior Alex Nannetti was the top Laker scorer
with a 70-73-143, finishing tied
for the third-best individual
score. Scott finished tied for
sixth overall (69-75-144).
Other GVSU notables

were Rush (79-66-145), soph
omore Bryce Messner (7570-145) and junior Domenic
Mancinelli (76-72-148).
“Our calling card is our
consistency and separating
ourselves from the rest of
the field,” Bissell said. “No
matter how good you are,
what separates the good
teams from the great ones is
sealing it down the stretch.”
The Lakers have only made
the national tournament twice
in school history. Rush believes
this invitational win will pro
vide his team enough wind to
finish the season strong.
“It’s really giving us some
great momentum,” Rush said.
“But we have a lot of work to
do to stay in this moment. The
success feels good right now,
but we have to realize this sea
son is a marathon, not a sprint.”
The Lakers hope to keep the
momentum during their sea
son’s fourth regional in Noblesville, Indiana Sunday, April 9,
and Monday, April 10.

BIG MOMENTUM: Alex Nannetti looks at his hit during practice in Al
lendale March 29, 2016 at the Meadows Golf Course. GVL | archive
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GV finishes third
at NC4K Classic

Finding a groove
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
women’s golf team finished
in third place behind In
dianapolis and Findlay in
the NC4K College Classic
hosted by Ohio Dominican
in Columbus, Ohio at Jeffer
son Country Club. The event
began Sunday, April 2, and
concluded the next day.
Day one of the event
wrapped up <vith the Lak
ers in second place 12
strokes behind the lead
ing Greyhounds and nine
strokes ahead of the Oilers.
Senior Alex Taylor finished
the day one-over-par and tied
for third place overall out of
96 total competitors. Two
other Lakers landed spots in

the top ten with sophomore
Mackenzie Blomberg shoot
ing four over par, good for
eighth place, and senior Julie
Guckian tying for ninth place
at five-over. No Laker finished
outside the top 20 on Sunday.
Unfortunately for GVSU,
they would lose ten massive
strokes to Findlay on Monday
and fall into third place by a
single shot. Indianapolis fin
ished at 588, Findlay ended at
618 and GVSU sat at 619.
i*Vyou had told me before
the tournament that wed fin
ish in third, I’d be okay with
that,” said GVSU coach Rebec
ca Mailloux. “Obviously Indy
is ranked top-10 in the coun
try and Findlay is, I think, No.
11 in the country so losing to
them by one isn’t terrible, but
we had a 10 shot lead going

into the round. We played well
(Sunday) and just didn’t have
a good round (Monday). If
the rounds were reversed, it’d
sound a little different.”
Freshman Katie Chipman,
who shot a 78 on day one, re
bounded with a 74 on day two
to finish in the top ten, tying for
ninth place in the event. Both
Taylor and Guckian were un
able to improve on their strong
opening rounds, putting up
round two scores of 81 and 78,
respectively. Taylor tied for 12th
while Guckian tied for 14th.
Chipman struggled to
find her shot coming into
the event, but was pleased
with her ability to rebound
and contribute to the team.
“(The) first round I was
okay with the score and sec
ond round I played a lot bet

“The opponents’ ranks
shouldn’t change your game
plan. The other lesson that
comes out of it is that we can
beat Findlay even though they
are No. 11,” Mailloux said. “I
think they got a taste of what
they needed to come out with
next time we see them.”
The Lakers have seen
themselves place in an ar
ray of different positions in
various events throughout
the season, finishing any
where between first and
ninth place so far in 201617. That relative inconsis
tency does not stop them
from setting their sights
high and aiming for the top
when it matters, though.
“We just need to work
harder. For golf, for prac

ter, I was even for most of
the day,” Chipman said. “It
feels good to be back around
par and shooting better for
the team and putting up bet
ter scores. We’ve had more
time to practice outside. I
think this helped each one
of us, being able to putt on
an actual green and hitting
on our own course will be
nice. Things will start click
ing later on the season.”
Overall, Mailloux would
like to see her team focus
more on the course rather
than their opponents and
felt as though doing that
contributed to the Lakers’
fall from second place on
Monday, though the disap
pointing drop was not en
tirely negative.

ticing, there’s never too
much practice. I think we
all just need to make it that
one step extra,” Taylor said.
“We played well but they
just played a lot better than
we did. We just need to get
on their level. I know we’re
capable of doing that so
hopefully we can just do that
when it matters. You can
print that. Indy should know
that we’re coming for them.”
GVSU’s first shot at re
demption comes Monday,
April 10, and Tuesday, April
11, when the Lakers travel to
North Canton, Ohio to par
take in the JBMF Cavalier
Classic hosted by Walsh at
Glenmoor Country Club.
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SWING: Julie Guckian tees off Sunday, Sept. 27, 2015. After a successful first day, the GVSU women's go
-If team fell to third place at the NC4K Classic, just two strokes behind second place, gvl I emily frye
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Debating if NFL, NHL moves to
Las Vegas are good for sports
i

Oakland while their new $1.9
billion stadium is being built. In
the NHL, the Las Vegas Golden
Knights will be added as an ex
pansion team next season. An
expansion draft will take place
this summer. Josh, do you think
these moves to Vegas by both
major sports franchises is good
for their respective leagues?

JP: As a sports fan, I don’t
BY BEAU TROUTMAN
AND JOSH PEICK
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

Editors note: Grand Valley
Lanthom sports editor Beau
Troutman and assistant sports
editor Josh Peick break down
the Oakland Raiders’decision
to relocate to Las Vegas, and
the NHLs decision to add a
franchise there.

BT: I received a nasty email
the other day.
It wasn’t from a professor, a
reader or anything like that: It
was from the Oakland Raiders.
It read: “Reserve your place in
Raiders history. Secure your
refundable $100 deposit for the
Las Vegas Stadium today’’
Here’s how I read that:
“Help a group of billionaires,
who are already receiving
$750 million in public funds-an NFL record-to build the
stadium and line their pockets
off of a profit-driven move
from Oakland, Calif, to Las
Vegas.” No thank you.
I’m a lifelong Oakland
Raiders fan, and my beloved
team will be moving to the Sin
City as soon as 2019 after the
relocation was approved in the
annual NFL owners’ meetings
last month. Until then, the
Raiders will continue to play in

think that franchises popping
up in Las Vegas is good for both
the NFL and NHL. Football is
already the most bet-on sport in
the country. Moving a team to
Vegas will only increase betting
and possibly lead to corruption.
While the Coliseum was a field
in need dire need of an up
grade, moving the Raiders out
of Oakland is a stab in the back
to its loyal fan base. Just when
the Raiders were returning to
their early-80s form and having
success, owner Mark Davis
moves to a city that is a tourist
town without an established
fan base.
Adding an expansion team
in the NHL might not seem
like a big deal, but having an
expansion draft affects every
team in the league. Remem
ber when the Detroit Pistons’
Bad Boys won their first NBA
Championship in the 90s? That
team lost Rick Mahom days
after the championship due
to an expansion draft. Teams
are allowed to protect only a
few players, which means core
players could be sporting a
Golden Knights’ jersey next
season, in a city that makes no
sense to house a hockey team.
The NHL already has teams in
Florida and Arizona that have
dwindling fan bases. Why not
move a team to Wisconsin? Or

Seattle? Or throw another team
in Canada?
I don’t see the attraction of
building a franchise from the
ground up in either league in
a city that is built for tourists.
Beau, do you think either team
will run into problems with
sports betting or gambling?

BT: I do. The NFLs stance
on Vegas has shifted dramati
cally in the past year. Before,
commissioner Roger Goodell
would have in a team’s face
if it was trying to move to
Vegas. Gambling was always a
concern, and for good reason-Vegas is the gambling capital
of the world. However, we live
in a new age: With apps like
DraftKings and FanDuel, you
can gamble on games right
from your cell phone.
I believe temptation and
gambling concerns are every
where, not just Vegas. I feel like
you could get away with a lot of
the same things in say, Miami,
that you could in downtown
Vegas. I think that gambling
is always a concern when it
comes to sports. Do I think that
concern is heightened for the
franchises in Vegas? Yes I do.
But I don’t think it’s a colossal
shift by any means. Although,
there is a Raiders-themed
brothel (prostitution is legal in
some parts of Nevada) opening
up 70 miles away from Vegas in
nearby Crystal, Nev. It will be
called the “Pirate’s Booty Sports
Brothel.” I am worried about
that.
The biggest reason I hate
this move to Vegas is each
leagues’ willingness to abandon
their fans. In the NFLs case,
the Raiders are ditching one of
the most notorious and loyal

fanbases in all of sports. In the
NHLs case, as you mentioned,
they are ignoring cities much
more worthy than the plastic,
neon metropolis of Vegas.
I don’t know, what do
you think, Josh? Is there any
positives that could come out
of the Vegas move? Could it
potentially work?

JP: I really don’t know if
there are any positives from
the move. I do not think there
is a big enough population in
Las Vegas to hold two profes
sional sports franchises. Then
the teams will rely on tourists
to come to see a game, but
those fans will be cheering for

their hometown team instead
of the home teams.
At the end of the day, both of
these moves are for one reason:
Money. Like everything, money
is the determining factor. Both
leagues are banking on tourists
coming to games, and the own
ers will only benefit from two
teams emerging near the I^s
Vegas Strip.

BT: Thirty-one of 32 NFL
owners voted in favor of the
Raiders’ move to Vegas (thanks,
Miami Dolphins’ owner
Stephen Ross). That’s 31 owners
who saw the dollar signs associ
ated with the moves to Tourist
Mecca USA.

Dallas Cowboys’ owner
Jerry Jones, seen as the shadow
commissioner of the NFL by
some, owns a big chunk of a
company named Legends, a
hospitality-marketing com
pany that will sell suites and
sponsorships for the new Las
Vegas stadium, according to
Tim Kawakami of the Mercury
News. How much money will
Jones make off of the Vegas
stadium? “Millions,” according
to Kawakami.
The Raiders’ marketing
campaign for the relocation
has been, “The Raiders are
coming.” Yes, they are. But
to the NFL and NHL: your
fans are leaving.

NEW HOMES: The Las Vegas Golden Knights’ stadium (above) and a conceptual rendering of the Las
Vegas Raiders’ planned stadium for its relocation, courtesy I benjamin hager, manica ARCHITECTURE

FREE CLASSIFIEDS FOR STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF

LAKER EXCHANGE

some restrictions apply
email lakerexchange@lanthorn.com for more info on restrictions
FOR COMMERCIAL RATES EMAIL

lakerexchange(a)lanthom.com

Looking for a female to
sublease room for fall
semester (August to
December) 2017, location
East Grand Rapids, Rent:
$500 all included. Contact
mmh006@aquinas.edu

Meadows Crossing is the
best off-campus housing in
Grand Valley apartments.
Our townhomes
and Allendale apartments in
Allendale offer modern
amenities, comfort, privacy,
and a great location.
Conveniently located at the
48th Avenue entrance to
Grand Valley State
University’s Allendale
campus. Schedule a tour
today and experience the
best off-campus, GVSU
apartments in the Allendale
rental market!

dmk
m

MeadowsC rossing
apartments
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Announcements

Announcements

Have you lost a necklace?
One was found outside of
the Laker Marketplace. If
you have misplaced a
necklace, please contact
Susan Leonard at
616-617-8401.

GV Athletics is hosting their
Spring Cookout this
Saturday, April 8th at 1pm
until 4pm. There will be free
hotdogs and hamburgers
served in between the
baseball and softball fields.
For more information,
contact the GVSU Ticket
Office at 616-331-3200.

Peppinos Pizza located
5065 Lake Michigan Dr.
offers lots of great food,
including a $6.95 1 item
pizza if you show your
college ID! Call them today
for more information
616-895-1615.
Grand Valley Dentistry is
now accepting new clients!
Located within a few miles of
the Allendale campus,
Grand Valley Dentistry is the
perfect place to stop in and
get your smile looking great!
Schedule an appointment
today by calling
(616) 895-7400,
or visit
www.allendaledentist.com.

St Alphonsus Parish,
located at 224 Carrier St. NE
in Grand Rapids, is offering
a 6-week bridge class for
beginners. It's free!
Participants can choose
either afternoon or evening
classes. The classes are
open to all, young and old,
staff and students If you are
interested, contact Ed
Bartos at
ednpatti@yahoo.com or at
616-745-6984!

ANSWERS

TO

PUZZLES

(906) 847-7196.
www theislandhouse.com

616 331-2460
-

Mosquito Joe of West
Michigan is hiring service
technicians to provide
seasonal mosquito control
insecticides to residential
homes in the Grand Rapids
area. No experience
necessary. We will train and
assist with state certification
requirements. We offer
flexible hours. Starting pay is
$12.00 per hour plus sale
bonuses along with the use
of a company vehicle for
service calls. Call today
616-726-6656

V GrandValleyDentlstry
SowwfNng to 5m# About

Accepting
new patients!

5065 (ike Mich
<h,q*»Jkive
•t Allendale,

Host
Backdoor

Lance W. Dehne O.D.S
http-y/www altondalectonttet.com/
618-885 7400
4808 Lake Michigan Drive
Allendale. Michigan 49401
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Looking for a male sublease
to move in at the end of
April. It is located at 9
Lexington SW Ave.
Managed by Fulton Place
and is a 3 floor. 4 bedroom
townhouse. 2 bathrooms on
top and bottom floor,
includes kitchen electronics
and furnished bedroom.
Rent is $700 including
utilities, but it will increase
after summer to $750. The
current lease runs until the
end of July. You can contact
me at xiongc@mail.edu.

Work on Mackinac Island
This Summer - Make
lifelong friends. The Island
House Hotel and Ryba’s
Fudge Shops are seeking
help in all areas: Front Desk,
Bell Staff, Wait Staff, Sales
Clerks, Kitchen, Baristas.
Dorm Housing, bonus, and
discounted meals.

OR CALL

•• .

Looking for a leadership/
networking event to attend?
Interested in Human
Resources/Recruiting? Join
Express Employment
Professionals for an
extraordinary leadership
event. Our annual Refresh
Leadership Live Simulcast
will be held on Wed, April
12th, at Davenport
University on the Holland
campus. Breakfast will be
sponsored by
Anna's House. Visit
www expressprosholland.com

for more information and to
register!

Find FREE CONDOMS
available to pick up
throughout campus and in
Ottawa County. Also, free to
low cost confidential STD
testing and birth control
options available at
www miOttawa.org
/SexualHealth
or call (616)396-5266
As the weather warms up,
cool off with delicious frozen
yogurt from Spoonlickers!
Located at 616 Fulton West
in downtown Grand Rap'ds.
Bring in Spoonlicker's ad in
today's paper and receive
20% off! For more
information about
Spoonlickers, visit
http://www spoonlickersgr.com.

www.p«ppinospizza.coni

Now hiring service
technicians for
Greater Grand
Rapids area
No experience necessary. •

Daily Deals in Allendale is
hiring! They are doing
on-site interviews on
Thursday, April 6th from
11am-3pm in Kirkhof Center,
room 1104.

6T6 Fulton Street
West, Grand Rapids
^bonlid«rsgr.com
*6? *

starting pay $12 ♦ bonuses

Looking for a job? Maybe
just for the summer or while
you go to school? Call
Express Employment
Professionals today at
616-499-2199. We have a
variety of positions all over
West Michigan and would
love to talk with you and help
you find work. Visit www
expressproslakeshor3.com
for more information.

